Sunday 5 February 2012
Christian Education Study
Hearing the Call
Read the following passages of Scripture that relate the call of several heroes of the faith.
Moses: Exodus 3:1‐12
Moses was keeping the flock of his father‐in‐law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses
said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.’ When
the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he
said, ‘Here I am.’ Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on
which you are standing is holy ground.’ He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God.
Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on
account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them
from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with
milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians
oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ But
Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ He
said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’
Samuel: 1 Samuel 3
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days;
visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord,
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to
Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and
lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you
called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord,
and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time.
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that
the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall
say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for
your servant is listening.’ Then the Lord said to Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel that
will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I have

spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his
house for ever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not
restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated
by sacrifice or offering for ever.’
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid
to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ Eli said,
‘What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide
anything from me of all that he told you.’ So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then
he said, ‘It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.’
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel
from Dan to Beer‐sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord. The Lord continued to
appear at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the Lord.
Isaiah: Isaiah 6:1‐9a
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his
robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to
another and said:
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.’
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with
smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of
tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt
has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ And he said, ‘Go and say to this people....”
Mary: Luke 1:26‐38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and
of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The
angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let
it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.

Simon (Peter), Andrew, James and John: Matthew 4:18‐22
As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will
make you fish for people.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he
saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and
followed him.
Paul: Acts 9:1‐19a
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to
the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and
heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The
reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told
what you are to do.’ The men who were travelling with him stood speechless because they heard the
voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He
answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ But
Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your
saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your
name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name
before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must
suffer for the sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and
said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And immediately something like scales fell from his
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he
regained his strength.
Questions for Reflection
1.

What stands out for you in the way(s) that God calls people into faithful service?

2.

Are there common themes in each of the readings?

3.

How can these readings help you to discern where God might be calling you?

4.

Have you heard God calling you? How/where?

5.

What are you doing to respond to God’s call?

